[bookmark: _GoBack]EMERGENCY ROOM NURSES PRACTICE RELATED TO MANAGEMENT OF UPPER GI BLEEDING AMONG CHRONIC LIVER DISEASE PATIENTS: AN OBSERVATIONAL STUDY

Prakash Shashi1, Verma Madhavi2, S. M. Shashtry 3
M.Sc. Nursing, College of Nursing, Institute of Liver and Biliary Sciences1 Reader, College of Nursing, Institute of Liver and Biliary Sciences2, Associate Professor, Institute of Liver and Biliary Sciences3,


Abstract

Emergency handling is philosophy, which is ‘Time saving is Live Saving’. Nurses are responsible to assess patients systematically. Nurses’ knowledge and practice of principles related to assessment for critically ill patients constitute the core and essential elements of controlling the complex experiences. The accuracy of the assessment data and the nurses’ critical thinking skill to identify the change, interpret its significance and take appropriate action form the foundation of nursing practice. There is however a paucity of literature relating to emergency room nurses, especially in relation to their current practice. Aim and objectives: To identify the practice of nurses in the management of upper GI bleeding among chronic liver disease patients visiting Emergency Room settings. Material and Method: A structured observation checklist was used in the study. This phase used a nonparticipant observer role to observe emergency room nurses in their natural setting undertaking emergency care and responsibilities. One observer, using a tool and reflective journal, collected data on participant interactions, processes and practices on emergency room nurses over 14 days including 35 events of observation (total 334 hr:50 min) in emergency room. Data analysis used descriptive statistics. Result: 8.57% had good, 82.86% had average and 8.57% had poor practice. Emergency room nurses had a varied and unpredictable workload, including Shortage of nursing staff and high number of patients visiting the emergency room. Conclusion: The nurses had poor to average practice. Shortage of nursing staff and high number of patients visiting the emergency room were identified as factors affecting the practice. Further research into this role is required, including linking efficacy with experience of nurses, impact the role has on patient safety, and patient and family perceptions of the role. Keywords: Emergency Room, management of upper GI bleeding, observation, chronic liver disease, nurses.
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Figure 1 Area chart showing Frequency Percentage Distribution of Level of Practice of nurses in management of upper GI bleedingLEVEL OF PRACTICE
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Figure 2 Clustered Column chart showing Domain wise Mean percentage Practice Scores of Nurses in management of upper GI bleeding
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