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Abstract 
Today, humans’ teeth are not only related to biological functions, such as eating or chewing but are also tangled with the issues of societal functions such as beauty culture. In this study, we will show how teeth have been represented in popular culture from historical perspectives. Literature reviews and document analysis will be applied in this study. We found that in modern societies, people’s obsession with bright white teeth and neat teeth may be to shape a beautiful face or to express self-confidence. However, throughout human history, black teeth were marked as beautiful rather than ugly, not commoners but royalty were allowed, and dyeing teeth black was a rite of passage for growing up, getting married, and even as a method of preventing tooth decay or maintaining oral hygiene, and so forth. Besides, in traditional culture, extracting part or all of teeth is a mature ritual for men and customs of some tribes in order to communicate with others or save their lives, to show their healthy bodies, their wealth, and so on. This cultural evolution has changed the views that human teeth seem to have shift from biological functions, to a combination of biological and societal functions, and then to a culture that is entangled in more societal than biological functions. We therefore argue that from tradition to the present, people have shifted from a focus on biological functions to a culture that emphasize societal functions through some sort of bodily modification. This shift may be due to changing cultural perceptions, combined with medical interventions in cosmetic dental techniques, such as wearing braces, resulting in a culture of straight white teeth that has spread across the globe. Additionally, this shift enhanced popular cultures by incorporating derived meanings, such as beautiful smiles, good interpersonal relationships, and wonderful lives.
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Fig. 1 The Traditional Methods of Teeth Extraction
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婦人相学拾躰 かねつけ 喜多川歌麿。
	[image: https://static.taisounds.com/WebUpd/TaiSounds/society/%E6%9F%93%E9%BB%91%E9%BD%92.jpg]
	[image: ]


Fig 2 A Custom of Dyeing Teeth Black Color of Beauty Cultures
https://www.taisounds.com/Global/Top-News/China/uid4357955996
https://kknews.cc/health/an5m86.html
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Because teeth extraction involved pain and the use of force, it was belie

people who had gone through the procedure would be able to face life”:
with courage.
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