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Abstract
An infant's feeding practices may be particularly relevant starting early as the first six months of life, since it may be associated with later health outcomes. The cross-section hospital-based study conducted to evaluate feeding practices and social attitudes regarding child nutrition care during infancy. The study was investigated randomly 226 respondents, those who admitted at maternity and pediatrics section at Misurata Medical Centre (MMC) from January to December 2021. Well-structured questionnaire was prepared according to study purposes. It involved three comparts, these included demographic peculiarities, breast feeding and complementary feeding practices. Pearson Correlation was used to evaluate the relationship between variables. The result showed majority of participants fall within age group 1-3 months. 13% of participants were low birth weight. Almost participants 59% introduced complementary food before 4 months of age. The majority of participants 78% were used feeding bottle without returned to refrigerator immediately after feeding session. Whenever, 73% of participants were give-up exclusive breastfeeding before 4 months than 59% of respondents introduced complementary food before month 4 after birth. The result revealed that statistically significant (p≤0.05) of duration of exclusive breastfeeding, elongation of breast feeding, introduction of complementary food, types of formula and preservation of feeding bottle after session immediately. It was explored that a significantly (p≤0.05) correlation of continuation of breast feeding versus infant age (r=0.290), also significantly (p≤0.05) correlation of type of formula versus immunization status (r=0.257) and use of nutritional supplement (r=0.142) during infancy. The nutrition risk factor will be threatening infant health and nutrition unless the maternal must be aware exclusive breastfeeding role, when initiation of complementary food and how dealing with feeding bottle to be safe and health. The appropriate nutrition intervention must be done among maternal that to encourage breast feeding, reduce morbidity rate and improve nutrition care during infancy.
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