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Abstract
Introduction: Early onset neonatal sepsis (EONS) remains a public health problem especially in africa because of high frequency and mortality rates. The clinical manifestations are non-specific and the diagnosis is based on the association of anamnestic, clonical, biological and bacteriological arguments.

Methods: We conducted a retrospective study from 01/07/2021 to 30/06/2022 in the neonatal intensive care unit of the military hospital of Tunis. all symptomatic newborns and all asymptomatic newborns with at least one infectious risk factor or abnormal blood count or positive C-reactive protein were included.

Results: Of the 124 newborns enrolled, 6 were retained for neonatal infection corresponding to a total incidence of 4.83%. sex ratio was 1.3. the mean age was 14.3 hours. the factors associated with infection were unexplained preterm birth, neonatal respitory distress and positive C-reactive protein at 12 hours of age. The germs identified were E.Coli in 2 cases, Streptococcus B in 2 cases and enterobacter in 2 cases.

Conclusion: Early onset neonatal sepsis (EONS) remains a public health problem especially in africa because of high frequency and mortality rates.unexplained preterm birth and respiratory distress were the most identified clinical signs.
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