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Abstract (300 word limit)
In today’s world, epidemics caused by bacterial meningitis are considered a major public health threat affecting tropical countries, predominantly in sub-Saharan Africa. Cerebrospinal meningitis caused by bacterial species is considered a common disease in Nigeria, especially in the Northern part of the country. Globally, researchers have indicated the high burden of the disease mostly in Africa. Of all the countries located in the meningitis belt, Nigeria, has the highest recorded cases of meningitis with 21% of the total cases. Meningitis is a disease condition leading to the inflammation of the brain and spinal cord tissues. In the Hausa language, which is the most populous language in Nigeria and the predominant language spoken in Northern Nigeria, meningitis is referred to as “Ciwon sankarau”. Meningitis may be classified into bacterial and viral Meningitis. Viral meningitis is commonly encountered but has fewer complications. Bacterial meningitis is rare but can be so very deadly. It involves infection with some bacteria such as Neisseria meningitides, Streptococcus pneumoniae, and Haemophilus influenzae. As the infections progresses, they attack the brain cells and tissues leading to stroke, deafness, hearing loss and eventually brain damage. In Africa, around 1.2 million cases of meningitis caused by bacterial pathogens are set to occur annually with roughly 135,000 cases considered lethal. Considering the high cases of bacterial meningitis in Nigeria, coupled with the fact that everyone can get infected, irrespective of age, gender, or ethnicity along with its easy spread nature, there is the need for Community-based awareness and Pathogen Surveillance in Nigeria as this has proven effective in the control of similar infections.
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Figure 1: Symptoms of Meningitis, Bacterial and Viral meningitis
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