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Abstract (300 word limit)
Cleft lip and palate are the most common congenital craniofacial anomalies seen at birth and potentially will need long-term comprehensive dental care from birth until adulthood. The nature of this developmental deformity can be detected early during pregnancy and will become a challenge when the cleft involves the dentoalveolar complex.  Understanding the staging and. approach of treatment throughout the patient life is variable but very likely not different.

Having a general understanding of overall care and specifically dental care is essential for every dental professional to manage a common craniofacial deformity like cleft lip and palate. It starts as early as the first week of the child's life with Nasoalverolar moldeing device followed by multiple surgeries. Then general and pediatric dental care starts with the primary dentition to keep oral health at its best in preparation for extensive orthodontic and surgical procedures. Orthodontics will start as early as age 6 and will continue sometimes throughout adolescence with potential graftind andorthognatthic surgeries throughout. Finally, prostheitc treatment will be done later into adulthood eventually when facial growth is complete.
Understanding the techniques, timing, treatment options and evidence is very crucial for the success and final outcome of these complex cases.
This presentation will cover the following areas from a general perspective to help navigate dental care for these patients by passing through the following stages with some clinical cases:
- Cleft Lip and Palate care team structure
- NAM design and treatment protocol.
- Early childhood Dental care and Bone grafting stage.
- Early interceptive Orthodontic treatment.
- Comprehensive Orthodontic Treatment
- Orthognathic surgery
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