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Abstract 
 Climate change is perceived by communities at different levels and their adaptation measures are often corresponding to local understanding and realities. A socio-economic survey and field observations were conducted among 95 Bàkì farmers in the Ntui district of Central Cameroon, to examine the community’s perception of the changes observed and the adaptation measures undertaken locally. Apart from the relative homogeneity of its community, the area was chosen for its climatic conditions. This area is characterized by a bimodal rainfall pattern on the one hand and by a transitional rainfall pattern between the bimodal patterns of the far south and the unimodal pattern of northern Cameroon. The study found that the Bàkì community has developed a classification of the climatic seasons through the changes observed over time, namely the increase in temperature, the decrease in rainfall, and the resurgence of extreme events such as their currency of violent winds and drought. The classification confirms the locally important changes in climate that affect the agricultural calendar, thereby planning the community’s socio-economic activities. In response to the effects observed, the farmers have developed an adaptation strategy that includes reverting to more appropriate farming practices and more resistant varieties. Notably, the farmers use are adding a grid of climatic and environmental variations as are ference to decide on adaptive actions and adaptation measures. The study results reconfirm that perception of climate change is strongly influenced by age and education.
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Importance of Research
Over 95% of African agriculture is rainfed. Agricultural production is expected to be severely compromised by climate change and variability; the area of arable land, the length of cropping seasons, and yields per hectare are likely to decrease, which could compromise food security and increase malnutrition. In addition, three-quarters of African countries are located in areas where even a small reduction in rainfall could lead to a significant decrease in overall water availability. The triple imperative of combating climate change, socio-economic development, and preserving the forest ecosystem requires going beyond traditional conversational approaches. Agriculture is therefore a credible response to the tens of millions of hectares of climate change mitigation challenges. In such a context, farmers' adaptation practices are being deployed in the face of the effects of climate variability and environmental change; however, to date, few studies have been conducted to document these practices in the light of this diversity, to build the conditions for an adaptation approach specific to agro-ecological zones, and to operationalize the national strategy for adaptation to climate change. This study is part of this effort to document and take into account traditional knowledge and agro-ecological practices for viable adaptation measures for local populations.
About Ntui
In the territory of Ntui, the indigenous "Bàkí" people, also called "Ossananga" (Ossa'a medjo = here is the river and nnangala medjié = here is my house) have lived in the region for several generations. It is situated Mbam-&-Kim department, Central Cameroon region. This area is characterized by a bimodal rainfall pattern on the one hand and by a transitional rainfall pattern between the bimodal patterns of the far south and the unimodal pattern of northern Cameroon (MINEPDED 2015). The area is subject to a sub-equatorial Guinean forest climate of the "Guinean forest, high Cameroonian" type, defined as follows: Average annual rainfall: 1,400 to 1,600 mm; absolute dry season: December to February; relative dry season: July to August; average temperature: 23 to 25 °C. However, various influences can significantly alter this general character. Rainfall has an equatorial distribution with a low summer minimum, with the highest rainfall in September to October and the lowest in December to January. The number of rainy days ranges from 160 to 180. Maximum temperatures are from February to April (MINEPDED 2015). The vegetation is mainly composed of savannahs and galleries of semi-deciduous forests.
The Bàkí are mostly farmers. They are very interested in cash crops, mainly cocoa, without neglecting food crops. The choice of these crops is based on the income they provide, which is the case for white yams. While the women work on food crops for the family’s daily survival, the men are much more focused on cocoa cultivation, which allows them to carry out major projects such as the construction or expansion of the family home. 
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