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In the Caribbean and many other regions, the world has been taking a closer look at clinical trials in poorer/developing Countries. The United Nations report in 2015 shows that developing Countries account for majority of the World’s population. The reality when doing research on drugs/devices, is that there is a need for diversity in the study population. Therefore, clinical researchers have been extending their research into developing countries (Alemayehu et al., 2018). The question of ethics and the various barriers of doing research in these Countries are two of the main concerns noted by experts in the field. 

In Countries such as Jamaica, the Ministry of Health has been working to set up mandates to meet international ethical regulations when it comes to the rights and safety of research subjects. This paper seeks to highlight the current research environment in Jamaica where global clinical research organizations have been venturing over the past decade. 

In Jamaica, there are many barriers of conducting clinical trials. One such barrier is the respondent and physician lack of trust in big pharma. Additionally, the structure of most Caribbean institutional review boards does not facilitate the timely turnaround in protocol review. This paper will explore the various issues and constraints that being a developing Country with lack of certain resources pose on the avoidance of ethical violations.
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