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Abstract
Background and aims: Substandard and Falsified (SF) medicines are a public global health problem. Their use can lead to therapeutic failure or drug resistance besides unknown Adverse Drug Reaction (ADR), thus constituting a significant risk to the public health. There are several therapeutic classes that have been counterfeited mainly antiretrovirals. Nonetheless, counterfeit medication used for the treatment of Erectile Dysfunction (ED) has also emerged in the illegal market.
Herein, it is presented a brief analysis that aimed to describe the Individual Case Safety Reports (ICSRs) related to counterfeit medication indicated for the treatment of ED.
Methods: We conducted a retrospective search of EudraVigilance for all ICSRs obtained in the context of post-authorization monitoring for drugs from the ATC group G04BE. The search was based on ICSRs that included at least 1 of the following Preferred Terms (PT): Counterfeit product administered; Product counterfeit; Product label counterfeit; Product packaging counterfeit; Suspected counterfeit product; Adulterated product; Product tampering or Suspected product tampering.
Results and discussion: According to the EudraVigilance data, 77% ICSRs of counterfeit products were from non-European Union countries whereas 23% corresponded to European Union countries. Most cases were reported on 2012/13 and only few were reported in the last years probably due to the COVID-19 pandemics. About 60% ICSRs were considered serious, among which 19.4% and 5.8% led to hospitalization and death, respectively. Sildenafil followed by Tadafil were the most prevalent reported drugs. Notably, only 29.7% of searched PT terms corresponded to “counterfeit product administered” while 47.7% was related to “suspected counterfeit product” which reveals that most data need further investigation. About 46.5% ICSRs had a PT related to lack of efficacy and 68% were coded with at least one ADR, mainly headache, as reported in the product information of these drugs.
Conclusion: Overall, these results showed that both counterfeit medicines used for ED and the respective ICSRs need to be monitored. There are still limited data regarding their prevalence and the impact in terms of ADR. As many of those SF medicines are ordered online and not always detected in customs besides several patients do not report the ADR, this reality represents a real challenge for pharmacovigilance monitoring. A special and shared effort would be welcome from health authorities synchronized with other governmental systems to overcome this challenge and detect the SF medicines´ market at “real time”, thus ensuring the main goal on public health–the use of safe medicines.
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