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Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Colombian livestock sector consists of small-scale producers. The report from the Ministry of Agriculture states that as of 2023, 82% of the country's livestock farmers own between 1 and 50 head of cattle. Other livestock sectors, such as sheep and goats, are led by Wayuu indigenous communities and residents of La Guajira, one of the big producers in the country. Besides being a source of economic resources, these livestock are also a form of cultural exchange as they are used for funerals, weddings and various local festivities. Information has been obtained from 10 out of the 15 municipalities in La Guajira, which include the southern and central areas. Currently, the project of the northern area of La Guajira, which accounts for over 50% of sheep and goat production, is being developed. One of the most criticisms of livestock farming in South America is the deforestation processes carried out for land grabbing; where the forests are cut down to introduce cattle. The Agrosilvopastoral systems and use of native forages and foliages has been implemented for the program in areas like Chocó in the pacific coast. Projects have been undertaken in dual-purpose cattle, a significant activity for poor communities that utilize cattle for meat and milk. Different ethnic communities have been implicated, such as Bahia Solano in Chocó and Patia in Cauca (Afro-Colombian communities), as well as Puracé in Cauca (indigenous communities).
Through the PES, important information is obtained on the health status of important diseases in the livestock sector, improving production, facilitating trade, strengthening registration, diagnosis, research and extension services to promote productions that are free from traces of medications and antibiotics in products such as meat and milk. The program has facilitated the collaboration between producer associations and institutions such as local universities, research centers, private laboratories and peasants, bringing together over 200 allies to support farmers through the country.
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