[bookmark: _GoBack]How COVID-19 has impacted nursing education: A lived experience
Abolfaz Jariani 
Iranian Nursing Association, Iran
Abstract
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected all aspects of our daily lives, including education. Nursing education has been significantly impacted, leading to changes in teaching methods, clinical placements and student experiences. This paper aims to explore the impact of COVID-19 on nursing education through the lens of lived experiences.
A qualitative study using semi-structured interviews was conducted among nursing students and faculty members. The participants were selected through purposive sampling and data were analyzed using thematic analysis.
Three themes emerged from the data: "Online learning challenges," "Clinical placements and experiences," and "Mental and emotional wellbeing." Both students and faculty members experienced challenges with online learning. Technical difficulties, inconsistent internet access and lack of engagement were common issues. Clinical placements were significantly impacted, with many students unable to complete their required hours due to cancellations. Students also reported feeling anxious and worried about their future careers during these uncertain times.
COVID-19 has significantly impacted nursing education, leading to challenges in both online learning and clinical placements. The pandemic has also taken a toll on the mental and emotional wellbeing of nursing students and faculty members. Future research should focus on identifying effective strategies for addressing these challenges and supporting the wellbeing of nursing students and educators during and post-pandemic.
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