PEDIATRIC PSYCHOLOGY 

ABSTRACT
Pediatric psychology is a multidisciplinary field of both scientific research and clinical practice which attempts to address the psychological aspects of illness, injury, and the promotion of health behaviors in children, adolescents, and families in a pediatric health setting. Psychological issues are addressed in a developmental framework and emphasize the dynamic relationships which exist between children, their families, and the health delivery system as a whole. 
Common areas of study include psychosocial development, environmental factors which contribute to the development of a disorder, outcomes of children with medical conditions, treating the comorbid behavioral and emotional components of illness and injury, and promoting proper health behaviors, developmental disabilities, educating psychologists and other health professionals on the psychological aspects of pediatric conditions, and advocating for public policy that promotes children's health. 

 In order to help standardize the training each psychologist receives, the Society of Pediatric Psychology task force developed a list of 12 training areas necessary for a specialty in pediatric psychology:
1. Lifespan development
2. Lifespan developmental psychopathology
3. Child, adolescent, and family assessment
4. Intervention strategies
5. Research methods and systems evaluation
6. Professional, ethical, and legal issues pertaining to children, adolescents, and families
7. Diversity issues and multicultural competence
8. Role of multiple disciplines in service delivery systems
9. Prevention, family support, and health promotion
10. Social issues affecting children, adolescents, and families
11. Consultation-liaison (CL) roles
12. Disease process and medical management
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