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Abstract
Statement of the problem: People living with HIV (PLWH) have a greater risk of acquiring Vaccine Preventable Diseases (VPDs) and of developing severe disease due to impaired immune responses associated with systemic T-cell destruction and impaired cell mediated immunity. The risk of acquiring VPDs among PLWH is greater in adults aged 15-49 years as a result of common infections found in occupational, social and travel settings. Even during the Highly Active Antiretroviral Therapy (HAART) era, HIV-positive persons are at a higher risk of complications from VPDs than their HIV-negative counterparts. At the same time studies have demonstrated low vaccination coverage among this population. For this reason, international and local guidelines for the vaccination of HIV-infected adults have been drawn up to address challenges in immunization in the HIV setting. However, there is little evidence on the compliance to these guidelines and on the knowledge and attitudes of PLWH to vaccination for VPDs. The purpose of this study is to investigate the vaccination uptake and knowledge and acceptance of vaccination among PLWH in South Africa which remains the epicenter of the HIV pandemic [Figure 1]. 
[image: ]
Figure 1. Predictors of vaccination rates in people living with HIV followed at a specialty care clinic.
Methodology: In-depth interviews and retrospective file reviews were utilized accordingly to obtain and verify social and medical information. 
Findings: Several studies have indicated low vaccine coverage rates among PLWH, their knowledge and acceptance of vaccines varied by setting. Findings for this study are still under investigation and will be presented soon. 
Conclusion: Compliance to immunization guidelines among adults can be difficult to evaluate. However, studies have shown that PLWH are more susceptible to VPDs. If prioritized, vaccination can improve morbidity, reduce healthcare expenses and provide economic benefits for PLWH.
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Figure 1 Predictors of vaccination rates in people living with HIV followed at 3
specialty care clinic.





