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Abstract
An effective assessment of a young person who has displayed, or is alleged to have displayed, harmful sexual behaviour requires the practitioner to assess the young person across all aspects of their life. Young people are in a state of developmental flux and therefore any harmful behaviour needs to be considered holistically, accounting for both risk and protective aspects across the different dimensions of the young person’s situation.
Traditionally assessment models have reduced the complexity of young people’s situations to categorisations such as labelling them as ‘high’, ‘medium’ or ‘low’ risk. Such categorisations have at times led to a view that young people’s behaviours are fixed and exist irrespective of the context in which their behaviours are expressed. Acknowledging the significant pace and growth of cognitive, physical, psychological and sexual development in adolescence means that fixed categorisations are unhelpful and have time limited validity.
AIM3 has been developed in recognition of the complexity of young people’s development and the importance of seeing their sexual behaviours in their developmental, familial, social and wider environmental context.
AIM3 provides a structure which aids professional analysis of a young person in terms of:
· Their sexual behaviours.
· Their broader non-sexual behaviours.
· The developmental influences on these wide-ranging behaviours.
· The effect of the environment and wider social and family context in which they live.
· How the young person functions, including their abilities to understand the impact of their behaviour and their self-regulation skills.
This workshop aims to consider the complexity of sexual behaviour in adolescence, the dynamic identification of sexual behaviour from normal (age expected) to inappropriate to harmful and how the AIM3 provides a holistic structure to assessing sexual behaviour. 
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