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Abstract
Today, start-ups have a significant impact on economic growth and job creation. The success of start-ups such as Tapsi, Snap and Cafe Bazar in Iran's business environment is indicative of this issue. But these businesses face many obstacles and environmental challenges in their development. One of the main reasons for the high failure rate of these businesses is that their ecosystem is not ready. The aim of the current research is to determine indicators for detecting and monitoring the environment of new knowledge-based businesses (start-ups). This research is exploratory in terms of purpose, practical in terms of results and qualitative in terms of type. In order to achieve the goal of the research, primary indicators were first extracted using the Meta Combination Method. In the next step, interviews were conducted with 12 owners, managers and experts in the start-up field (judgmental sampling method). At this stage, the goal was to identify new indicators suitable for the business environment of Kermanshah province. Content analysis technique and MAXQDA2020 software were used to analyze and code the text of the interviews. The results of both steps showed that the institutional environment is more unfavorable than the economic environment for startups. The validity and reliability of the coding process was also confirmed at this stage. The final indicators of the start-up business environment (business environmental challenges and obstacles): including survey components (22 items and the results of both stages) and statistical components (18 items and the results of the interview stage), were extracted from the combination and aggregation of the results of the two mentioned steps.
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