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Abstract
Background: In many countries, nearly half of HIV-positive men are unaware of their status; men also have lower rates of HIV treatment and Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis adherence (PrEP). Despite increased availability of these services, highly mobile men in Sub-Saharan Africa including Nigeria such as those working in internally displaced communities have low rates of HIV testing and linkage to HIV treatment and PrEP. HIV Self-Testing (HIVST) kits hold promise for overcoming barriers to HIV testing and connecting HIV-positive and HIV-negative men to services. We present a protocol for an HIV-neutral, social network-based approach to promoting HIV testing, linkage to care and prevention, and improved health outcomes, including adherence, in internally displaced person around Abuja metropolis in Nigeria. 
Methods: We completed a census and social network mapping using IDPS management unit registries of men living in three IDPS Camps communities in Abuja, Nigeria. Randomization will take place in network clusters identified by a socially central lead ("promotor") and chosen to ensure maximum separation between treatment and control. Both arms' promoters will receive basic HIV training; intervention promoters will be further trained in HIVST to distribute kits to their cluster, while control promoters will distribute vouchers for free HIVST at nearby clinics to their cluster. We will see if these promoters can improve linkage to ART and PrEP after self-testing, addressing a major limitation of HIVST. We will also assess viral load after six and twelve months.
Discussion: This study has the potential to improve HIV health and promote HIV prevention among a difficult-to-reach, at-risk, and mobile population of men in IDPS Camps in Abuja Nigeria, a critical population in Nigerian's HIV prevention and treatment efforts. Program of treatment Furthermore, if successful, this novel social network-based model could be scaled up to the regional level.
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