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Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pediatric Assessment Score is an objective assessment tool that incorporates the clinical manifestations that have the greatest impact on patient outcome alert the staff about deterioration in pediatric patients at the earliest, to quickly intervene and reduce the mortality rate. The domains in PACS represent major body systems that are sensory to changes in the body and thus create the criteria to be evaluated in a patient to help identify if they are at risk for further deterioration. The 3 domains are cardiovascular, respiratory and neurological. 
Cardiovascular: Heart rate is commonly used in PEWS, as well as, capillary refill. However, only few use blood pressure because it is not considered as reliable of a measure as the other two. As stated previously, children can maintain a stable blood pressure for much longer than adults. Anatomy and physiology is different in infants and children than adults and vary with age, which produces normal ranges for electrocardiograms. Capillary refill is used across the lifespan as a cardiovascular assessment parameter because it is a non-invasive, quick test to help determine blood flow to the tissues. Heart rate is a crucial piece of assessment in acutely ill pediatric patients because bradycardia may be a sign of conductive tissue dysfunction and lead to sudden death.
Respiratory: Respiratory can be measured by rate, rhythm, characteristics of breathing, and supplemental oxygen use. Different characteristics of breathing are lung sounds, retractions, accessory muscle use, tracheal tug, etc. PEWS uses highly visible and easily monitored characteristics are used, such as retractions, that way there is little variation based on in interpretation. Retractions are a sucking in of the skin around the bones of the chest and illustrate the additional use of muscle to breathe, indicated the increased work needed to breath. Similarly, the more supplemental oxygen needed, the less the lungs are providing adequate oxygenation. 
Neurological: Behavior is typically measured by playing, sleeping, irritable, and confused or reduced response to pain. This is due to the fact it is an age-based assessment and pediatric patients have some form of "playing" as their age appropriate norm. Whether Sit is gurgling and cooing, coloring, or video games, it is age-specific behavior to a younger population. Irritability in children is often a cue that something is wrong, especially in those unable to communicate verbally due to age or disorder. Other scales simply use level of consciousness as they're neurological assessment, instead of behavior. PAC score is to be followed in every pediatric set up so that children can be picked up at an early stage and prevented from complications. Its nurses need to be taught about the PAC score so that they can use it in caring for children, minimizing or preventing child mortality and morbidity. 
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