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ABSTRACT:
This 3-year retrospective study aimed to compare the early post-operative outcomes of patients who underwent lung resection between those who had infectious lung disease versus cancer. Seventeen patients (5 female, 12 male) were included in this study. Twelve were surgically resected for tuberculosis and 5 underwent lung cancer surgery. The average age of diagnosis for lung cancer was 43+23.13 years old, whereas patients with tuberculosis had a mean age of 39.92+13.69 years old at the time of surgery. The major indication for surgery was hemoptysis (88%) while established lung cancer ranked second. Adenocarcinoma was the histopathologic diagnosis of all patients operated for lung malignancy. Lobectomy (56.3%) was the most commonly performed procedure followed by wedge resection (25%), segmentectomy (6.3%), pneumonectomy (6.3%) and bilobectomy (6.3%). Underweight patients had longer chest tube duration (mean 8.5 days) resulting to longer hospital stay. Among overweight patients, post- operative atrial fibrillation caused an average delay of 10.5 days in the discharge. The use of mechanical ventilator in the post-operative period was highest among patients who underwent open lung resection (2.28 days) for infectious etiology compared to VATS (0 days) for lung cancer. The number of days with retained chest tubes doubled among those who underwent an open procedure compared to those who underwent VATS. Minimal blood loss was observed in VATS for cancer procedures compared to those who underwent open lung resection, who likewise sustained medical complications and required blood transfusion post operatively. There was an average operative duration of 4.55 hours in both VATS and open approach. Average hospital stay in this study was 8.23+ 6.37 days. Those who underwent surgery for tuberculosis had a longer average hospital stay of 9.6 days, whereas those with lung cancer have an average hospital stay of 6.5 days. 
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