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Background: Royal College of Surgons states clear concise documentation is an essential component of patient safety. Poor levels of weekend handover documentation were identified in the general surgery department at Whipps Cross University Hopsital.  
Aim: To improve rates of weekend handover documentation among general surgery inpatients at Whipps Cross hospital through a Close Loop Audit.
Methods: All general surgery inpatients were counted on three consequtive Fridays. The electronic  notes of these patients was checked the following Monday for handover documentation. This process was repeated after the institution of an electronic template.  An email stating the template format and the purpose of the intervention was sent to general surgery junior doctors before cycle one and cycle 2 of the study. 
Results: Weekend handover documentation rates rose from 35% in pre-intervention, to 88% in cycle 1, and 87% in cycle 2. 
	
	Pre- intervention
	Cycle 1
	Cycle 2 

	Template used
	               0
	9
	15

	Electronic documentation but no template/not as separate note 
	               8
	6
	5

	No weekend handover
	             15
	2
	3

	Total
	23
	17
	23


Template usage was 53% in cycle 1, and 65% in cycle 2.
Discussion: In patients without a handover documented the information could be pieced together through a review of the previous notes. A template ensures that the weekend ward round runs more effectively. 
Conclusion: Use of an electronic template improved frequency of weekend handover documentation. Institution of a template has been shown to improve both rates of documentation and quality of handover content. 
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