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[bookmark: _GoBack]Statement of the Problem: Research shows that perinatal HIV infection has negative effects on cognitive functioning of children. However, the extent of these cognitive impairments is unknown. This study is aimed at identifying cognitive impairment in children with perinatally acquired HIV infection.  Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: Hundred and fifty two children with HIV infection who are currently on antiretroviral therapy were purposively recruited as part of a hospital based study. Cross-sectional data on the children’s cognitive functioning were collected using the Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of Intelligence (WPPSI).  Findings: A large percentage of (>70%) of the children presented with subnormal global neurocognitive functioning (FSIQ) (M= 81.47, SD=12.81) despite being on cART. Older HIV-positive boys were worse of in cognitive function when compared girls (F (2,149) = 14.42, p<0.001). The children have shown substantial impairments in the domains of working memory, processing speed and executive functions. Conclusions & Significance: The findings support an association between HIV infection and cognitive deficits in both global and subdomains of cognitive functioning of children living with HIV despite been on cART. 
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