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Pain is usually a warning signal which provokes protective mechanism but sometimes, this warning system becomes faulty and instead the pain becomes chronic and debilitating [1]. According to fairly recent study, pain is a significant menace that puts a burden on the population value at $ 560 - 625 billion yearly [2]. Due to the various adverse effects accompanying the usage of some pain relievers as well as the widespread disappointment felt by some patient battling with pain, there is still the need for the discovery of more effective analgesic with safer toxicological profile at therapeutic doses. Thus the need for this study, which has established the analgesic effects of the hydro-ethanol extract of the stem bark of Burkea africana (Hook) (BAE) Leguminosae.
Burkea africana (Hook) has been used traditionally for managing pain related ailments. However, there is little scientific documentation to complement its use in the management of pain. Acetic acid-induced abdominal writhing nociception [3], formalin-induced nociception [4], carrageenan-induced hyperalgesia [5] and acidic-saline induced hyperalgesia [6] tests were used to determine the anti-nociceptive effects of BAE. The acute toxicological profile of the extract was also assessed after single and multiple administrations in mice and rats respectively. Oral administration of BAE (50, 500, 1000 mg/kg) showed a significant anti-nociceptive effects in all the models used. 

In conclusion, the hydro-ethanol extract of the stem bark of B. africana possess some anti-nociceptive effects and non-toxic in rodents justifying it use in traditional medicine as an analgesic.
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