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	Abstract

Amoebiasis is the third most frequent cause of mortality after malaria and schistosomiasis. In developed countries, amebiasis is also seen in migrants who have travelled to endemic areas. 
The rate of infection by E. histolytica differs among countries, socio-economic and sanitary conditions, and populations. It is highly endemic throughout poor and socio-economically deprived communities in the tropics and subtropics. Environmental, socio-economic, demographic, and hygiene-related behavior is known to influence the transmission and distribution of intestinal parasitic infections.
The goal of this retrospective study was to determine the prevalence of E. histolytica parasites detected through routine stool examination in a laboratory at King Fahad Hospital, Saudi Arabia, a period of 5 years. Brief descriptions of these 2 intestinal protozoans were presented, with emphasis on their diseases caused, modes of transmission and signs and symptoms. Preventive and control measures were likewise discussed purposely to educate the vulnerable people, thus reducing the risk of infection with intestinal parasites.
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