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Abstract
Background: Among graduate and student nurses providing end-of-life (EOL) care, researchers found the task of caring for a dying patient created anxiety, fear, helplessness, and increased stress. Fear and anxiety reflect low self-efficacy, which can influence behavior, diminish critical thinking, and result in avoiding nursing duties and responsibilities.
Purpose: The purpose of the study was to explore undergraduate nursing students' self-efficacy related to EOL and post mortem care. 
Methodology: A descriptive quantitative, cross-sectional study was conducted using an electronic survey to explore self-efficacy related to EOL and post mortem care among National Student Nurses' Association's members. 
Results: Over 500 nursing students from across the United States responded to the questionnaire. The mean EOL and post mortem self-efficacy score (SES) was 62 (scale 0-100). Students' mean SES score diminished between first and last semester (p = .004), and EOL simulation increased mean SES (p = .001). However, medical assistant training and employment settings showed no clinical significance in mean SES. 
Conclusion: Undergraduate nursing students' self-efficacy is low throughout their nursing program suggesting new graduates are underprepared and lack the necessary self-efficacy to provide quality care to a dying patient. Faculty should implement standardized EOL education that includes EOL simulations into the nursing curricula. 
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