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Using multiple modalities in nurses’ professional development to enhance learning

In this ever-changing world of healthcare, be it standards of practice, acuity and complexity of patients and the evolving technology, it is critical to the nursing professional to invest on professional development days. Nurses need to stay up-to-date on patient care, healthcare trends, treatments and techniques to be able to be effective and efficient providers of care to patients and families. 

As educators, we appreciate the challenges nurses face when 15-20 minute in-services are provided during their busy times on the unit. Being able to dedicate a day for professional development is an excellent way to ensure nurses can focus on learning without the constant interruptions they get while working on the units.

Using multiple modalities in an 8-hour education day not only enhances learning but also keep staff engaged and interested. The use of case scenarios, hands-on exercises, games, PPT, videos and group work utilizing technology proved effective in meeting the learning needs of both seasoned and novice nurses with different learning styles.
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