Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]Interdisciplinary collaboration is the backbone of patient-centered care. Providers from various disciplines are frequently required to communicate and work as a team to ensure that the patient receives medical care of the highest quality. This team has historically been led by physicians in both the acute and primary care setting. However, physicians are less likely to choose a career in primary care, while over 80% of nurse practitioners practice in the primary care setting. Nurse practitioners possess similar skills and comparable knowledge as physicians, and are well-trained in communication and collaborative care through traditional graduate programs. The proposed redefinition of multidisciplinary collaboration shifts the role of nurse practitioner from a “mid-level” participant to the central role of patient care and interprofessional communication. Moving nurse practitioners into this central role meets the goals of the patient-centered medical home while simultaneously ensuring patients receive high quality medical care across all involved disciplines.
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