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The Hong Kong society is aging rapidly. It is estimated that 1/3 of the people living in Hong Kong would be 65 years old or above in less than 50 years from now. 2.3% and 10.9% of the people older than 60 and 85 years old respectively live in private nursing homes in 2015. Considerable increase in the need for nursing home care should be estimated in the near future. However, the quality of care in private nursing homes here were way below satisfactory. Many reports of abuse in private nursing homes have raised heated public concern. According to a focused study, nearly 30% of all private nursing home residents present significant symptoms of depression. Supervison is also inadequate. Between 2011-2015, the government has filed over 12,000 advices and over 1,400 warnings to private nursing homes but there were only less than 30 prosecutions. The punishment were also found to be lack of deterrent power. Nurses should take up important roles in the improvement in nursing home care quality. However nursing research regarding nursing home care is very scarce in Hong Kong and focus only on isolated topics such as spiritual care. Knowledge gap were identified. It would be valuable for nurses to investigate the job nature, skills required and nurses’ personal experiences by working in nursing homes. These finings may help steer future nursing education and government policies/ resource allocation. 
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