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Background: Nurse Residency programs have been implemented by many health care systems.  New graduates are not well prepared to apply classroom knowledge to clinical practice. A lack of confidence in clinical skill performance can impede clinical judgment.  Many residency programs incorporate evidence based practices in their residency programs to help novice nurses translate clinical decision making concepts into nursing practice.  However, nursing schools could also provide more opportunities to enhance skill performance in areas students wish to improve upon during their practicum before graduation.  Nursing schools and health care facilities could increase communication on the essential components in clinical skills on which students should focus on during practicum to better prepare the student for post-graduation success.  
Methods: A descriptive study of a convenience sample of 91 undergraduate senior BSN students were asked to complete a survey on the clinical skills that made them the most uncomfortable after the completion of a series of simulations and practicum.
Results: 45 out of 91 students answered the survey questions.   The most listed unfamiliar clinical skills are: IV insertion, trach care, NG tube insertion, Central line related care (dressing change, medication administration and blood draw via central line), and wound care/ostomy care.
Discussion: Bridging the gap between nursing education and residency programs could better prepare novice nurses.  More simulation incorporating these identified skills could help the students to be better prepared.  Further, increased confidence in skill could enhance nurses’ clinical judgment, which translates to better nursing care quality and patient safety.
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