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[bookmark: _Toc382145969][bookmark: _Toc388851886][bookmark: _Toc382145971][bookmark: _Toc388851888]Background: Recent reports claimed that hypertension estimated to cause 7.5 million deaths worldwide. There is scarcity of data on prevalence of hypertension in the study area. Thus, this study aimed at assessing prevalence of hypertension and its predictors among community in Hosanna, Southern Ethiopia.
Materials and methods: Sphygmomanometer, weight scale and tape meter used for physical measurements. Community based Cross-sectional study carried out in Hosanna town in May 2014. Statistically determined 524 sample households included in the study. World Health organization STEPS instrument modified and used for data collection. Descriptive statistics and regression tests used to analyze data. The 95 % Confidence Interval of the corresponding estimate set to declare significance. EpI-Data version 3.1 and STATA 10.0 statistical programs used for data processing and Microsoft Excel 2007 used to create tables. 
[bookmark: _Toc388851889]Result: Data   of 524 participants was valid and included in analysis. The mean age ±Standard Deviation of participants was 33.8 ± 11.4. Physical measurement findings show 3.7% of male and 30.4 % of women had greater risk for raised blood pressure.   The 30.0% of participants had raised blood pressure. Male (AOR=1.9, 95%CI; 1.14-3.23) and Married (AOR=4.1, 95%CI; 1.0, 16.18) were predictors of hypertension.
Conclusion: High prevalence and increased risks for hypertension noted in this study. This evidence suggests the need for urgent interventions to control hypertension.
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