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Background
Increasingly, health professionals are required to engage in research and publish their findings.  There may also be a requirement to publish discussion papers, literature reviews or opinion articles.  Solid writing skills are also a requirement for health professionals who are engaged in further study.

The focus of this interactive workshop is on academic writing skills necessary for reporting on research in scientific journals as well as conference presentations, including posters.  The logistics of writing will also be addressed, such as time management and motivation.  One section of the workshop will address critical appraisal of the literature and include a practice activity.  

Who should attend
This workshop is aimed at beginning writers.  Health professionals from all disciplines as well as researchers and particularly students, will benefit.

Structure of workshop
The workshop will be divided into two 40 minute sessions with a 10 minute break in the middle.  

Session 1 will include: participant introductions including ideas for publication; a discussion of essential writing skills; a presentation about publication processes, including how to prepare and submit an abstract for a conference, and how to prepare a poster for a conference,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Session 2 will include the preparation of an abstract; and, a discussion of critical appraisal of both qualitative and quantitative research with an interactive activity focussing on the critical appraisal of a quantitative research publication.

Intended outcomes
At the completion of this workshop, attendees will:
· have completed a draft abstract of a piece of writing they wish to publish;
· have completed a critical appraisal of a scientific journal publication;
· have increased writing and publication competence and confidence.


Biogrpahy:  

Dr Margaret Harris, PhD (Clinical Epidemiology and Community Medicine) and Fulbright Alumna, is an academic in the Faculty of Health and Medicine at the University of Newcastle.  Dr Harris has over 20 years experience as a public health researcher and university lecturer.  Her research interests are broad and have included cancer screening, healthy ageing and the health needs of vulnerable populations.  Dr Harris has a passion for writing and facilitated a writing support group for emerging writers over a number of years.
