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End-of-life decision-making has becomse the hottest issue in hospice and palliative care area in Korea because the Act of Hospice and Palliative care and Life-sustaining treatment will be implemented  at 2018. Thus, knowing the one’s preference on life-sustaining treatments (LSTs) is the corner stone.  The purspoe of this study was to examine atttudes toward LSTs  and identify factors associated with attitudes toward LSTs in Korean older adults. We used the data from the Korean Elderly Survery in 2014. A total of 10,725 older adults completed the survey, and only 452older adults agreed to use LSTs in this survey. We used propensity score matching (PSM), which  calculated by using gender , age, and marital status, to select our study samples, 452 older adults who agreed to use LSTs and 452 older adults who disagreed. Demographic characteristics with satisfaction of relationship with spouse and children, physical (e.g., perceived health status, number of chronic illness, ADL, IADL) and psychological characteristics (i.e., depression) were assessed. Descriptive statistics and logistic regression analyses were conducted via SPSS version 23.0.  As a result of a logistic regression analysis, the number of chronic illness and ADL were associated with attitudes toward LSTs in older adults. In conclusion, functional, cognitive, and psychological conditions should be assessed before older people have to make end-of-life decisions for themselves.
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