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Introduction: Context effect in those which chemosensory dysfunction has not been described.
 
 Method: Case: A 42-year-old right-handed male, one year prior to presentation, underwent cardiac ablation followed by complete loss of taste and smell.  Since then he experiences one olfactory window every morning and one every other week lasting 20 seconds, precipitated by non-olfactory and non-gustatory sensory cues. For instance, hearing the coffee pot percolate each morning would cause an immediate olfactory perception of espresso, however on drinking the coffee, it had no smell or taste. Similarly, the act of cutting herbs and garlic would induce him to smell garlic, but eating it had no taste.  Being told that there was an aroma of nachos infused in the room, would induce him to transiently experience the smell of jalapeno.  
Results: Olfactory anosmia to: Phenylethyl Alcohol Threshold, Quick Smell Identification, Brief Smell Identification, Olfactometer N-butanol Threshold, Alcohol Sniff, University of Pennsylvania Smell Identification, Pocket Smell Identification, Sniff Magnitude, Sniff-n-Sticks, Odor Memory, Suprathreshold Amylacetate Odor Intensity and Retronasal Olfaction. MRI of Brain with and without infusion: normal.
Discussion: This may be a chemosensory equivalent to confabulation of Korsakoff syndrome, where there is a tendency for the mind to fill in the gap in sensory experience, a proclivity towards continuity (similar to what appears in the visual sphere with incomplete illusions with the Law of Closure) (Vernon,1962).  Such contextual induction of olfactory experience may be utilized in helping to train or refine olfactory ability in those with olfactory loss.
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