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In vitro interaction between Drosophila melanogaster malignant blood neoplasm, mbn-2 and X. bovienii T228 phase I and phase II showed that the phase I adhered to and were ingested by mbn-2, unlike the phase II.  Ingested phase I escaped from mbn-2 phagosome into the cytoplasm where further multiplication occurred with the lysis of the mbn-2 (see Owuama, 2003).  Movement of phase I in the tissue medium or within the bacterial cytoplasm was seemingly trailed by actin polymerization.  X. bovienii T228 phase I treated with fimbriae antiserum neither adhered to nor were phagocytosed by mbn-2 cells.  X. bovienii phase I treated with mannose or -methyl mannopyranoside showed mannose sensitivity and remarkable reduction in adherence to mbn-2.  Purified phase I fimbriae were ingested by mbn-2 cells.  Agglutination of mbn-2 cells occurred when they were mixed with X. bovienii phase I but not with the phase II.  
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