Occupational Exposure among Healthcare workers at Busia County Referral Hospital between January- December 2015
Oscar Gaunya1 
1. Busia County Referral Hospital

Contact Author: Oscar Gaunya, ogaunya2012@gmail.com, +254724-675901/+254763-675901
Background: HealthCare workers are exposed to different kinds of occupational hazards due to their day to day activities. The most common occupational exposure like body fluids and needle stick injuries are a potential risk of transmission of blood borne infections like HIV and Hepatitis B.
Objective: Identify different types of occupational hazards and the level of exposures by department and Cadre.
Methodology: A retrospective record review was done. Data was collected from occupational exposure registers for all departments included in the study during the year.
Results: The overall prevalence of occupational exposure among the Health Care workers was 48.0% during the year 2015.HealthCare workers in the wards had the largest proportion of exposure representing 16.0%, Theatre 6.7% whereas laboratory department and Outpatient had similar representation of 5.3%.However, contact to potentially infectious body fluids accounted for the largest proportion 54%, followed by needle stick injury 35% and Gloves breakage 11%. 
Conclusion: In this study majority of HealthCare workers at Busia County Referral Hospital had a risky occupational hazard though the susceptibility varied from one department to another. 
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