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Colorectal cancer (CRC) ranks the third leading cause of cancer deaths worldwide. In Egypt,patients in 2015 were more than 30000.
LncRNAs are RNA molecules lackcapacity of coding protein, and have a major role in carcinogenesis and metastasis. They have been identified as potential molecular biomarkers for diagnosis of malignancies, predicting tumor prognosis and possible therapeutic targets .LncRNA HOTAIR high expression was detected in a significant proportion of tumors as colorectal, gastric,HCC and breast cancers. 

Methodology: This study included 60 patients with different CRC stages admitted at Alexandria main university hospital. None of them received chemotherapy or radiotherapy, to evaluate the significance of serum HOTAIR expression in CRC in Egypt, to discuss the availability of using it as a serum diagnostic biomarker for.The RNA was isolated from serum samples using miRNeasy Mini Kit ,Complementary DNA (cDNA) was synthesized using High Capacity cDNA Reverse Transcription Kit , Real-time PCR was performed using Thermo Scientific Maxima SYBR Green qPCR Master Mix (2X) ,and specific primers for HOTAIR and GAPDH as an endogenous control.
HOTAIRexpression was calculated using the comparative cycle threshold (CT) method .
Results:HOTAIR expression  in serum of CRC patients was higher than its level in serum of healthy control group.By comparing the sensitivity and specificity of HOTAIR expression with conventional biomarkers we found that they was higher in CEA and CA19.9.
Conclusion: HOTAIR expression should not be used for diagnosing CRC; but as a part of a broader immunohistochemical panel.

The possible therapeutic role of HOTAIR represents an interesting study field.
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