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[bookmark: _GoBack]A Patent Ductus Arteriosus (PDA) in preterm infants is a developmental deformity where the ductus arteriosus fails to shut due to high levels of circulating prostaglandins. This leaves a left to right shunt in which blood flows back into the pulmonary system which can lead to common complications such as pulmonary hypertension and left sided heart failure. The current treatment options for these are indomethacin or ibuprofen which are COX-inhibitors and stop the formation of prostaglandins, however with these, multiple adverse events have been identified as well as treatment not always being effective. Paracetamol is being trialed as a new alternative option with fewer side effects to be considered before resulting to surgery. The databases MEDLINE©, SCOPUS© and PubMed© were searched, one case report and two RCTs were selected and critically appraised. It was noted that the differences between efficacy of paracetamol and ibuprofen were not deemed significant, hence paracetamol may be used as an alternative management option. This is especially the case when ibuprofen is contraindicated in preterm infants with thrombocytopenia and hyperbillirubinemia as ibuprofen was shown to increase the incidence of hyperbillirubinemia. It may also be used as an alternative option before surgical ligation. It seems to have fewer side effects than current NSAIDs used but knowledge of long term adverse effects of paracetamol is not yet known. Further trials are needed to investigate this and to gain further knowledge in this field and they should include a larger sample size. 
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