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Europe is at the peak of an epidemic of malignant pleural mesothelioma and the burden of disease is likely to continue rising in the large areas of the world where asbestos remains unregulated. The concerns of 158 UK Mesothelioma patients and carers were analysed in focus groups. Distance from recognised centres was recognised as a major concern by patients. Corroboration of the validity of these concerns comes from a separate three centre study showing improved success of treatments with geographical proximity to a treatment centre. In addition to the known at-risk occupations, exposure to asbestos in schools is a potentially significant world risk with a projected 90 former schoolchildren and 10 staff dying each year in the UK alone. 
Patients with mesothelioma present with thoracic symptoms and radiological changes and life expectancy is limited. A ten-year UK cancer registry analysis of all patients presenting with mesothelioma was conducted to examine patient demographics, incidence, mode of presentation, treatment and survival. Belief that the modest survival times reported after radical surgery, whether alone or as part of multimodal therapy, are longer than they it would have been without surgery has relied on data from highly selected, uncontrolled, retrospectively analysed case series. Both randomised studies, the Mesothelioma and Radical Surgery (MARS) and MesoVATs trials showed no or minimal benefit. A simple modelling study of registry patients, described here, shows that an impression of longer survival is eroded when patients who were never candidates for operation on grounds of histology, performance status and age are sequentially excluded from the model. T
The default position for clinicians managing Mesothelioma should be to encourage recruitment into trials and greater awareness of the additional risks of geography, deprivation and school attendance. 
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