The determinants of cervical cancer screening among patients receiving ARVs in a resource limiting environment
Moses New-Aaron, BMLS,  Jane Meza, Ph.D. Martha Goedert, Ph.D. Stephen Kibusi, Ph.D. James Charles, MD, MPH, Caroline Damien, MD, Samwel Sumba, MD, MPH,  Siraji Shabani, MD
Cervical cancer is the most common cancer worldwide with increased risk among women living with HIV in a resource limiting environment. Hence this study is aimed to determine the rates and determinants of cervical cancer screening among patients receiving ARV. The data was collected by administered questionnaires to patients coming for monthly ARV refills in an HIV Clinic in Dodoma, Tanzania. A total of 421 women in the clinic were interviewed, of which 90% (375) have never heard of HPV and only 0.95% (4) have received HPV vaccine. The average duration of HIV infection for these women is 5.43years and 87% (367) of the women have never screened for cervical cancer. However, 88% (321) of the women are willing to screen for cervical cancer. Uptake level of cervical cancer screening and the willingness to screen were modeled in a multiple logistic regression as the outcome variable to determine the factors impacting screening. Women without any live children were 2.6 times more likely to screen for cervical cancer than women with 1-2 livebirths (95% C.I 1.2-5.6) and rural dwellers were 3 times more likely to screen than urban dwellers. (95% C.I 1.1-8.1) Women of age group 40-49 years were 4.95 times more willing to screen for cervical cancer than women of age group 18-39 years (95% C.I. 1.6-15.3). Duration of HIV infection was not significant in the model but was linearly associated with the cervical cancer screening (p=0.02) in Mante-Haenszel Chi-Square.
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