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(Abstract) 
Statement of the Problem: The prevalence of Health equity in maternal and child health is a crucial component towards the achievement of sustainable development goals, as it hinders the overall improvement in health status. Yet, there exists a huge lacuna in terms of the measurement of health inequity, especially in the context of India. This study aims to fill this gap. Main objective of this paper is to examine income related inequality and measure horizontal inequity underscoring the distributional nuances. Methodology and Theoretical orientation: Data from DHS was used for the final analysis, encompassing a final sample of over 1,46,151 women. Estimates were made to elucidate the utilisation of antenatal, skill-based delivery and post-natal care services by estimating probit . Explanatory variables disaggregated into need and non-need factor were employed and need-standardised results were further elicited through indirect standardisation approach.  Concentration index are computed to discern horizontal inequity in the utilisation of maternal health care services. Inequity analysis was facilitated by wealth index. Further, the decomposition of horizontal inequity index was done to unravel the impact of correlates impacting utilization, thereby delving deeper into contributions of the socio-economic factors driving maternal utilization. After obtaining estimates of horizontal inequity, the association of such inequities with key socioeconomic correlates were probed through concentration index and decomposition analysis. The contributions of need and non-need factors was ascertained through probit  model whereby, partial effects are evaluated at means. Findings: Need based factors like age of the respondent and body mass index , has significant bearing on the utilizing of complete maternal health care services. Concentration index found to be symptomatic with pro rich distribution. The horizontal inequity  index score was 0.052, indicating a pro rich utilisation. Those utilizing maternal health care was significantly affected by factors like meeting with community health worker, education status, quintile groups, proportion of under five children etc. 
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