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Francesca is the Head of Nursing at the Centre for Reproductive and Genetic Health which is a large unit that provides a wide range of specialist fertility treatments and services in London. She has a special interest in gamete donation and surrogacy, and also training and development for nurses and HCA's within the fertility setting. Francesca qualified in September 2005 from London Southbank University and after a 2 year period in an infection and immunity setting, decided to specialise in fertility and reproductive health. 
 
Francesca has worked in various busy London units in both the NHS and private sectors and has had the opportunity to learn and develop a wide range of skills, including performing surgical sperm retrievals under consultant supervision, and assisting with the management of the fertility needs of patients diagnosed with a blood borne virus.
 
Francesca is an active member of the Senior Infertility Nurses Group (SING) and was recently asked to join the project group headed up by the Department Of Health to produce surrogacy best practice guidance for healthcare professionals working outside of the reproductive medicine setting.
 
She is also extremely passionate about her role as part of the Royal College of Nursing fertility nursing forum steering committee and feels that this is the perfect opportunity to share knowledge, best practice and to enhance the skills and knowledge of fertility nurses and HCA's who are working within, or who have an interest in the reproductive medicine field. Recently Francesca has co-authored on the RCN fertility nurses career progression and education framework publication which will was launched early March 2018. 

Francesca has recently been to Uganda to present on behalf of the IFFS at the Kampala symposium in conjunction with the African Fertility Society and the Uganda Fertility Society on the specialist role of the fertility nurse practitioner.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Francesca also often provides advice, information and support at the APPG (All Party Parliamentary Group) for Surrogacy and Women’s Health.

Abstract
The role of the Fertility Nurse Specialist

This presentation aims to outline the important role of the fertility nurse specialist in the patients fertility journey. In the UK the Fertility nurse plays a critical role in the fertility treatment journey that a patient may undergo. Fertility services are provided in a number of centres including gynaecology clinics in larger hospitals, small satellite fertility centres and large private fertility clinics. The presentation will cover the following:
· The fertility nurses role in pre-conception care, focusing on the patient at the start of their journey
· Senior fertility practitioners leading nurse led services, including managing specialist programmes such as surrogacy and PGD
· Fertility nurse sonographers
· Advanced fertility nurse practitioners performing procedures including egg collections
· Fertility nurses supporting the patient throughout their journey
· Fertility nurses providing basic counselling 
· Named nursing for fertility patients
· Feedback from patients on the nursing care that they have received
· The importance of the fertility nurse being part of the multi-disciplinary team in the decision making and management of fertility patients
· Fertility nurses taking on extended roles such ad management and quality and compliance
· The role of the fertility healthcare assistant/support worker (non qualified members of the team)
· Fertility nurse specialist leading small satellite fertility clinics/centres
· CPD for fertility nurses, outlining the annual training and courses available
The Royal College of Nursing Fertility Nurses Forum supports the education and career development of all fertility nurses and fertility healthcare assistants within the UK. As a steering committee member of this forum, I have recently been co-author on a publication that aims to provide a framework for all fertility nurses and healthcare assistants for competency and career development. This framework covers all areas of fertility nursing from junior levels to advanced practitioners. 

Social Media abstract summary:
A presentation outlining the critical and varied role of the fertility nurse specialist in the UK and  their educational and career development needs.
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