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Abstract

[bookmark: _GoBack]Infertility, or the inability to conceive, remains a humiliation more than a problem of reproductive-aged couples worldwide with high infertility prevalence in some population, including South Asia. Although male infertility contributes to more than half of all cases of global childlessness, infertility remains a woman's social burden. Fertility seems to be a behavior not needing any intervention; but in practice, it is influenced by the social values and norms in which cultural and traditional beliefs play a significant role. In Indian society fertility defines womanhood and motherhood, and infertility is stigmatized. In India, childless women face various physical and mental abuses which affect their health and well being. Women face a lot of pressures to produce a biological child, and go through all extent of treatments, including the traditional belief system, to have a child. This paper presents a holistic perspective on the social context of infertility, ART and changing gender relations. Further the paper will be dealing with five key areas such as i. societal perspective towards childless women, ii. men’s perspective of infertility, iii. Estimation of prevalence based on definition, iv. Negotiating Ethics & ART posing inequity and v. solution to overcome through gender intervention.

