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Aim:
This study analysed the processes used to develop clinical reasoning skills within undergraduate midwifery students with the aim of generating a middle-range theory for the production of competent midwifery graduates for optimum patient outcomes.
Text

Method:

Data collection and initial data analysis occurred simultaneously using coding process, which comprised of three distinct phases (open coding, axial coding and selective coding), with constant comparative analysis at each phase.
Results:

Developing clinical reasoning skills emerged as the main concept in the middle-range theory that was generated in this study. This main concept was supported by major concepts, which included context, nature of the curriculum, clinical reasoning process, pillars including individual and system related outcomes.
Conclusion:

The process of developing clinical reasoning skills is a hypothesis-oriented inquiry, hinged by process-product, relevant and responsive curriculum.
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