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Abstract 
Background: Currently the global burden of maternal and infant mortality is more than 500,000 and 100,000 per annum respectively. In Ethiopia, the maternal mortality rate is 412 per 100,000 women. Comprehensive midwifery care improves maternal as well as neonatal health. Investing in pre- service education is one of the paramount strategies in addressing women’s health.   
Objective: To assess the capacity, preparedness and challenges of higher teaching institute midwifery schools in Ethiopia, regarding reproductive health training, research and clinical service, in order to prioritize programmatic support and establish benchmark for future evaluation.
Method: The study was conducted in 8 universities that have midwifery school/department using institution based descriptive cross-sectional study. The data was collected using quantitative method, supplemented with qualitative data. The analysis was performed using SPSS and N vivo 11 software. 
Result: Standardized teaching- learning, practice and associated facilities are among the multiple core competency variables that determine quality and success in health science training mission. The finding shows classrooms, meeting halls and libraries are available with average student chair ratio of 5.5:1, 1:0.85, 2.2:1 respectively. Absence of program harmonization, integration and RH related capacity building programs were taken as a major factor for weak alignment of RH training and education programs across the country. Major skill gap, IDI participant explained it as “due to shortage of clinical attachment facilities, there have been graduating midwifery professionals who never attended delivery”. Regarding the research practice, least attention is given and resources are allocated for reproductive health related research and publication activities.
Conclusion 
Poor harmonization and dissemination of RH curriculum and poor implementation of hands on practice on model teaching by most midwifery school was identified as a bottleneck to provide competency based skill training; and the research culture and publication practice is low. 
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