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Abstract

While rates of collecting waste in the wetlands of Yaoundé are low, the biodegradable proportions of these wastes are high and could be reused by the urban and peri-urban agricultural sector. Low rates of collecting waste have induced waste management to be a growing problem. This paper aims at identifying factors that affect the choice of  method of solid waste disposal by agricultural households and non-agricultural households in the lowland areas of Yaoundé, Cameroon. Data were analyzed using a multinomial logit model. The results showed that solid waste disposal among agricultural household is strongly influenced by infrastructural variables relative to the social variables. In reference to communal infrastructures, accessibility to the area of residence decrease the probability of choosing recycling as a waste management method for both farm households and non-farm households, while long distance rather increase the probability. The number of years in the neighborhood, agricultural experience and the distance from the communal containers influence the waste management method either illegal dumping or recycling.  From the results it was concluded that, transfer collecting stations for household waste should be built in or near the lowland areas to facilitate waste collection by municipal services on one hand and farm households for their agricultural activities on the other hand.
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