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Abstract: (300 word limit)
The recently enacted General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) is likely to have a vast  impact on healthcare and related sectors. Why? Because it impacts every organization in the world, including healthcare practitioners, that collects or retains personal identifiable data from any European individual. It treats information about the health and well-being and the sex lives of individuals as especially sensitive, and lays down strict rules about how this information can be handled. At the same time, it has become much easier to lose, copy, steal, delete or misuse large databases of sensitive information than it was even a few years ago. The risks of reputational damage associated with data breaches are also higher than in the past. It is therefore very important for the healthcare and related sectors, including the individuals and operators that process health information, to understand the impact the GDPR will have on their business irrespective of whether they operate inside or outside the borders of the EU. With the promise of massive fines for non-compliance, the GDPR promises to make data protection and privacy a relations nightmare. The goal of this paper is to highlight areas of particular importance for healthcare providers that require their immediate attention as well as provide them with practical advice on how to comply with the GDPR.
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