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Abstract (300 word limit)
Statement of the Problem: During the last three centuries the human population has increased from less than a billion to almost 6.5 billions; the withdrawal of fresh water during the period has gone up by almost 40 times. While in 1940, only 10 countries faced the shortage of water, the scarcity is likely to be expanded to 65 countries affecting almost 6000 million of world’s human population in the near future. The scarcity of water in many countries is likely to be a serious issue with the every passing day. For India, the problem of water shortage is very acute. In the last eight decades the demand for fresh water has gone up to almost 30 times and in the every passing day it is increasing at an exponential rate. While in some parts of the country, the resource is available in plenty, the other parts face its serious shortages. Immediate efforts are needed to address the problem, some aspects of which are discussed in this paper. Ismail Serageldin, Vice-President of World Bank had rightly commented in 1995 that “The wars of the next century will be about water
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