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Abstract:  
India is a country of villages, primarily dominated by agrarian community. India faces the challenge of rapid urbanisation, which is the result of lack of livelihoods, good standard of living and amenities in the backward villages of India.  As per Census of India 2011, the country has a 69% rural population spread across more than 600,000 villages and only 31% urban population in 6166 number of Urban Agglomerations/Towns, which constitutes the urban frame. The ultimate sustainable goals of urbanization and rural development are same – ensuring prosperity and equality. But there is a vast disparity in the rates of growth experienced in urban and rural areas and with the rapid urbanization the rural-urban gaps are becoming more visible and prominent. These gaps are quiet prominent in rural-urban incomes and livelihoods, employment and prosperity, public services and quality of life.When it comes to basic necessities, the gap between urban and rural areas need to be filled.
Though concept of ‘Smart City’ is a significant Global initiative that seeks to improve the quality of life of urban citizens and the Government of India’s stated plan to set up 100 Smart Cities across the country has the potential to uplift the country’s urban landscape and the lives of ordinary citizens.
Besides being making effort to make Smart Cities a reality, our country needs to examine deeply the idea of a ‘Smart Village’. India should take a lead for conceptualising the Smart Village.  In a country like India, the idea of building Smart Cities will only facilitate better living for a little over 30% of the population, while the concept of developing Smart Villages has the potential to cover more than half. This will also help in the systematic development of our villages.PM Modi brings Smart Villages to IndiaSmart villages should be priority for progress of India- to strengthen rural economies, to knit in local human resources with varied skills and potentials, through appropriate training, into a self-sustaining system in harmony with local ecological conditions. The concept of smart villages should attract people back into the villages, especially from big cities. 

RURBAN MISSION: SHYAMA PRASHAD RURBAN MISSION
‘Rurban’: Large parts of rural areas in the country are not stand-alone settlements but part of a cluster of settlements, which are relatively proximate to each other.  These clusters typically illustrate potential for growth, have economic drivers and derive locational and competitive advantages. These clusters once developed can then be classified as ‘Rurban’.ie “Urban amenities in Rural areas, without changing their nascent Village soul”.
Hence to transform rural areas to economically, socially and physically sustainable spaces, the Government of India proposed the Shyama Prasad MukherjiRurban Mission (SPMRM)    with an aim to develop 300 Rurban clusters, in the next five years with an outlay of Rs. 5142.08 crores.The  objective  of  the  National  Rurban  Mission (NRuM)  is  to  stimulate  local  economic development, enhance basic services, and create well planned Rurban clusters along with
· Bridging the rural-urban divide-viz: economic, technological and those related to facilities and services.
· Stimulating  local  economic  development  with  emphasis  on  reduction  of  poverty  and unemployment in rural areas.
· Spreading development in the region and attracting investment in rural areas.
‘Rurban Cluster’: A Rurban cluster would be a cluster of geographically contiguous villages with a population of about 25000 to 50000 in plain and coastal areas and with a population of 5000 to 15000 in desert, hilly or tribal areas.As  far  as  practicable,  clusters  of  villages  would  follow  administrative  convergence  units  of  Gram Panchayats and shall be within a single block / tehsil for administrative convenience.Desirable Components & Scheme Convergence would include:
· Skill development and training linked to economic activities
· Agro processing, Agri.- services, Storage and warehousing 
· Mobile health unit
· Upgrading school/ higher education facilities. 
· Sanitation and Provision of piped water supply.
· Solid and liquid waste management.
· Inter-village road connectivity, Village streets , Public transport
· Street lights , LPG gas connections
· Digital literacy, Citizen Service Centres (CSC) - for electronic delivery of citizen centric services/e-gram connectivity.

[bookmark: _GoBack]MurthalBlock in Sonipat:
Introduction: The total area of Sonipat district is 2,260 sq. km and its population is 
10, 64,000. District Sonipat comprises of 4 sub-divisions namely Ganaur, Sonepat, Kharkhauda and Gohana and eight blocks Ganaur, Sonipat, Rai, Kharkhoda, Gohana, Kathura, Murthal and Mundlana. Sonipat is an ancient town and a municipal council in Sonipat District in the state of Haryana, India and is situated 50 Km from Delhi on N.H.1.

This paper explores to  prepare an  Integrated Cluster Action Plan (ICAP) that would lay down  the  development  aspirations  of  the  cluster for Murthal Block  in  a  consultative  manner  and  detail  the interventions being envisaged as a part of NRuM.
The detailed report for development of rurban growth cluster of Murthal aims at catalysing overall regional growth  thus simultaneously benefitting the rural as well as urban areas of Sonipat, by achieving twin objectives of strengthening rural areas and de burdening the urban areas hence leading to balanced regional development and inclusive growth.
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Abstract:  
India is a country of villages, dominated by agrarian community and agriculture based economy. India is facing huge challenge of rapid urbanisation, due to lack of livelihoods, acute scarcity of basic  amenities and infrastructure and in the villages.  As per Census of India 2011, the country has 68% ( 833 million) of rural population housed in about 600,000 villages and only 31% urban population in 6166 number of Urban Agglomerations/Towns. The goals of sustainable development with inclusivity  is ensuring  prosperity and equitable development and opportunities in villages parallel to the urban areas.

Vast disparity in the rates of growth has been experienced in urban and rural areas and with the rapid urbanization the rural-urban gaps are becoming more visible and prominent. The contrast between the quality of life and economic as well as employment opportunities rural and urban centres have resulted in prominent gaps in rural-urban.

Hence there is dire need  for  integrated  and comprehensive Rural-Urban Simultaneous development to develop Physical , Social and Economic infrastructure. The idea is to promote sustainable and inclusive growth of villages and cities with in a region  using  multipronged  approach and strategy to increase  livelihoods opportunities, providing social equality and developing infrastructure for growth focussing to reach  disadvantaged sections of the rural as well as urban society.
 
‘Smart City’ is a significant Global initiative that addresses to provide quality life to urban citizens  along with Environmental and Social sustainability . Government of India also plans to set up 100 Smart Cities across the country to improve  urban landscape. Simultaneously efforts have been made to develop 1000 Adarsh  and smart villages through Pradhanmantri Adarsh Gram Yojana & Mukhya Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana.

The focus objective of Rural development programmes  is to reduce the  distress migration from rural to urban areas, evolve an Adarsh village  a  physically and socially strenghthened village and a “hub” that could attract resources for the development of other villages in its vicinity. And which could provide Social empowerment.  and an easy access to urban markets for agricultural produce and other marketable commodity .   The concept also explored to develop  and sustain an  age old culture of cooperative living for inclusive and rapid development

Further PM Modi brings Smart Villages to IndiaSmart villages along with cities should be priority for progress of India- to strengthen rural-urban  economies, to knit in local human resources with varied skills and potentials, through appropriate training, into a self-sustaining system in harmony with local ecological conditions. The whole  concept of smart villages revoles around an idea which aims to  attract people back into the villages, especially from bigger cities facing acute problems of infrastructure and environment. 

Rural-Urban Integrative developmental Approach

It has been observed that the villages and cities are interdependent entities and the issues of Urban centres and Rural areas can be efficiently addressed through integrated Rural –Urban Integrative approach precisely through village clusters connected to cities. This concept has been shaped by Govt. of India through NATIONAL RURBAN MISSION: SHYAMA PRASHAD RURBAN MISSION. ‘Rurban’ concept addresses two areas  “Urban amenities in Rural areas, without changing their basic characteristics and  nascent Village soul” and integrating villages with nearby urban centres for  inclusive economic development
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National Rurban Mission: Shyama Prashad Rurban Mission

As per the evolved model the “National Rurban Mission” through Shyama Prasad MukherjiRurban Mission (SPMRM)    envisages for 300 Rurban Clusters or administrative Village blocks in the country in next five years comprising of 25000 to 50000 of population in plain areas (with an outlay of Rs. 5142.08 crores and different criteria’s for coastal & deserts) located geographically in contiguous fashion. The existing Rural developmental schemes can be converged/rerouted to fund the mission , however for efficient implementation  additional “critical gap funding” can be made through Central Assistance.The Larger village shall act as Nodal centre for Cluster/ Block headquater called “Growth Centre”Other villages shall be with in 5-10 kms from this “Growth Centre". These Village clusters shall promote growth, as economic drivers and derive locational and competitive advantages.

The  objective  of  the  National  Rurban  Mission (NRuM)  is  to  promote  local  economic development, improve  basic amenities and services, and create well planned Rurban clusters  to focus on merging  rural-urban  boundaries reduce unemployment through  Skill development and training linked to economic activities Agro processing, Agri.- services, Storage and warehousing  in rural areas and attracting investment in rural areas.Also to focus on Digital literacy, Citizen Service Centres (CSC) – for rapid  electronic delivery of citizen centric services/e-gram connectivity.

Rural –Urban Integrated Development Governance in Haryana

The Panchayati Raj Institutions in Haryana were already existed in the State since 1961, but 73rd Constitutional Amendment  Act in 1995-96 provided constitutional , financial , administrative and social justice powers to the village Panchayats at village level , Panchayat Saminiti at Cluster /Block level and District councils integrated the village development plan , block / cluster development plan with cities in district at District level. This was probably the first step in Rural-Urban Integration.

This paper focuses to  integrate the existing frame work of Rural –Urban governance administrative frame work ,Rurban Mission through administrative block Head Quater Murthal as growth centre and 40 villages around with in this block 

The Proposed Model and Strategy

This paper explores to  prepare  an exemplary replicable  model  of  Integrated Cluster Action Plan (ICAP) for  comprehensive development of 40 villages of Distt. Sonepat of Haryana  State , with Murthal village as its Block / cluster headquater and a “Growth Centre” in  a  consultative  manner  and with  interventions as envisaged in NRuM.

The Methodology shall be to prepare a detailed Social, Physical  infrastructure and Economic Potential Mapping of the entire cluster villages/region , developing an analysis, concluded by proposals to address the issues and deficiencies in the individual villages  and at the cluster /block level , viz-a-viz the established norms of State and Central Govt.
Further identification of Sonepat’s Economic , Industrial , Commercial activities that can be taken to  villages and to Cluster , its headquater /Growth Centre to develop Urban Level employment opportunities to village population along with amenities and infrastructure of Urban nature leading to balanced inclusive regional growth. 
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