Cross Border arder Outreach Immunization to reach hard to reach marginalized Mobile Communities 
In an effort to vaccinate children traversing in and out of Ethiopia, USAID through its Transform: Health in Developing Regions Activity is supporting the government in an initiative to improve supplemental and routine immunization activities in 60 woredas of the four developing regions of Ethiopia. The region has a significant pastoralist/mobile community that live beyond the reach of established health care services designed to serve the community. Significant proportion of these groups are often under-immunized and out of the reach of existing disease surveillance activities.
Reaching the pastoralist community in the cross border areas of the region has been particularly difficult due to the nature of the community settlement.  Some settlements are hard to reach and insecure that makes the region one of the highest with under-immunized children in the country. Transform HDR in partnership with the Somali Region in particular is maximizing its efforts in reaching those communities by identifying major pastoralist communities and characterizing the movement of these communities in the region for effective administration of vaccines.  
Shilabo woreda, located 100 km East of Kebridehar Town, is one of the five border woredas where USAID Transform HDR started cross border immunization and disease surveillance. It borders with the Somalia to its South. The Activity has reached seven Kebeles bordering Somalia so far. The Kebeles included Hajiyare, Gohwayne, Bulale, Adhiquruf, Lababar, Balidalal and Gaydar. These kebeles are far from accessing health facility services particularly integrated maternal and child health.Halima Abdu Gets Vaccinated

Anecdotal evidences showed that community members in these Kebeles have been able to get access to those services during the outreach campaigns for the first time. It has been this occasion that has brought a 35 years old Mother-Halima Abdi on board to receive the TT Vaccination for the first time in her life time since then, according to the data obtained during delivery of the services. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Through this and similar efforts , USAID Transform HDR Activity has so far vaccinated 9682 children (1288 in border areas) in 309 kebeles in 26 woredas across the four developing regions in the last three months.
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