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Adherence to timeliness of the vaccination is essential for antigens’ effectiveness through inducing immunity among infants. India acclaims one of the largest immunization programs in the world. At micro level, the success of the program is dependent upon arduous efforts of the frontline health workers to herald the outreach immunization session and age appropriate vaccination. It is challenging for them to reach out each caregiver or guardian of the beneficiary every time due to various plausible reasons. As a result, the child misses the due dose of the antigens. The paper is an attempt to assess the impact of “drum beating” initiative, launched with a focus to adhere timeliness of the antigens in Sirmaur district of Himachal Pradesh state characterised by mountainous terrain in India. A total of 23 FGDs carried out to investigate the perceptions of the mothers, frontline health workers and medical officers towards drum beating initiative. The data was analysed with ATLAS.ti (5.0 version) software and results are presented into broad themes. As a siginificant impact, increased timeliness in Primary Vaccination-1, 2 and Measles/MR1 and decrease in late ages of vaccine reciept was reported by the medical officers. The tune of the drum beating was distinct and could be heard from far and hence helped them to get informed about the immunization sessions. Drum beating, henceforth, can be sustained as one of the low costs and scalable mechanisms to instigate awareness among community regarding timeliness of the importance of the immunization as well as adherence to it.
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