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The impact of synthetic biology and its potential future consequences raise several new ethical and moral dilemmas and potential concerns. The risks of all known and potential biotechnologies should be evaluated for their safety, durability, their exact goals, and their social relevance. We must address the question about the probability of unintended damage and potential  misuse. Furthermore, it is also important to evaluate the impact on social and ecological sustainability and conservation of  biodiversity. It is hardly surprising that these criteria, which are largely shared by theological and non-theological ethics, are themselves open to interpretation. Once caught up in the machinery of political decision making with its legal and social restrictions, these initial considerations will be modified and transformed. In this situation, both the theological and non-theological ethicist must keep a critical eye on these transformations. Such mechanisms of social change, which may not always be apparent, must be uncovered and widely publicized. A vigorous public debate should be encouraged. A certain degree of sensitivity for such non-moral ways of interpretation prevents rash moralizing—and warning against this also belongs to the responsibilities of ethics.
