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ABSTRACT
Oral cavity is one of the most commonly accessible sites for tumor andtumour like lesions with more prevalence for benign lesions than malignant with male preponderance. Cancer of the oral cavity is one of the most common  malignancies, especially in developing countries, but also in the developed world. Squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) is the most common histological type with the main etiological factors being tobacco and alcohol use. Although early diagnosis is relatively easy, presentation with advanced disease is not uncommon. India is the 3rd largest producer of tobacco worldwide and ranks 2nd in consumption according to the Global Adult Tobacco Survey Report with Punjab ranking among the least common users of the tobacco. Aims: To study the spectrum of oral cavity lesions in relation to age, sex and site. Results: Of the 322 cases studied, non-neoplastic lesions constituted the major bulk of the cases with 60.86%, while neoplastic lesion constituted 36.0% of all the cases. Among the neoplastic lesions benign lesions constituted 51.7% while malignant neoplasms represented 48.2% of all the neoplastic lesions with the benign to malignant ratio of 1.07:1. Tongue was the most commonly affected site constituting 49.3%. Histopathologically mucous retention cyst was the most common  non-neoplastic lesion comprising of 37.2% followed by leukoplakia (31.1%).Among the malignant neoplastic lesions squamous cell carcinoma was the most common histopathological diagnosis amounting to 75% of all the malignant oral cavity lesions. Conclusion: Due to their high malignant potential and overlapping clinical features, histopathological typing of the various lesions is mandatory to confirm the diagnosis.
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